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THE  PURPOSES    OF   THE   "CUMORAH  MONTHLY  BULLETIN". 

We  hope  "by  this  mean"  to  better  keep  in  touch  with  all 
our  members  and  friends  who  are  often  far  removed  from  che  usual 
nestings   and    activities    of    the  Branches, 

By  acquainting   them  of  what   is   being  done,    and    the 
distribution  of   our  monthly  news    letter,    we   hope    to   keep  alive 
their  interest    in   the  study    of    this    great   latter  day  work   of 
j  he   I,o  rd  . 

Those  who   will   be    called   upon   from   time    to    time    to 
wri te   articles    for    the  "Cumo rah  Monthly  Bulletin"   will   make   no 
claim  w  hat  ever   to  literary  or   phi  lf<  logical   genius  ,    therefore,   we 
desire   our  Elders   and    friends    to    feel  no    timidity  in   that    regard 
but    to  send    in  such  articles   and    items    as   may  be    of  Mission   int- 
er es  u . 

Me  must  request  that  all  subjects  be  as  r.uch  condensed 
as    possible,    owing   to    the  limited    size   of    the  Bulletin. 

Should  any   article  not  appear,    owing   to   its   being 
orowde.fi    out,    be   very   considerable  condensed   or    even  rejected.,    do 
no  t   bee  on  e   disco  uraged  . 

The  Mission  President   reserves    to    himself   the   absolute 
right    to    reject    any  article  which  he  may    think  not   in  harmony 
with  the  doctrines    of    the   Church,    or   the  objective   of    the 
Ballet  in. 

Per  instance:    No   article  will   be   published   in    the 
Bulletin  which  may   carry   the   spirit  of    criticism  which    could    in 
any  way  be   applied    to    another  District,    person,    or  religious 
body.      Neither  are  we   interested    in  politics    or  nationalities. 

The  articles   must   be    friendly.,    instructive,    ard    infor- 
mative,   and   in   every  way  in   harmony  with    the   Gospel   of  Jesus 
Christ , 

Any  doctrinal  subjects   written  for    the-  Bulletin  must 
be    sueh  as    are   clearly   taught  in   the  Standard   Works    of   the 
Church,    namely:    The  Bible.    The  Book   of  Mormon,    The  Doctrine 
ana   Covenants,    end   The  Pearl    of    Creat  Price,    avoiding  deep  and 
mysterious    opinions        The   Prophet   Joseph  did   rot   hesitate    to   say 
certain    things   were  no;  yet    'go  be  made   known,    and    that    condition 
still  remains    today.      7/rite   and    teach   that  which   is   made   known 
and   'vr   have   plenty  of  material    to  work  with. 

Supply  lis    ffith  encouraging  news   items    of   youi   Dis- 
tricts,   of  your   trips,    interesting   experiences      removal   of  mem- 
bers   or   friends,    or  ask   questions  which  are  of   general   Mission 
importance . 
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"Why  I  joined  the  'Mormons'"    -  Continued. 

The  same  blessings  may  be  enjoyed  here  if  the  Saints  be 
willing  to  accept  and  obey  their  counsel,  even  thou$i  we  have  to 
be  the  humble  bearers  of  their  message  to  you. 

The  Lord  will  bless  and  prosper  the  Latter-day  Saints 
throughout  the  world  if  they  keep  the  covenants  they  have  made 
with  Him  throu#i  the  waters  of  baptism.   Shall  I  repeat  what  they 
are?   You  have  declared  your  willingness  to  take  upon  you  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  You  have  promised  to  always  remember 
Him.  You  have  declared  your  determination  to  keep  all  the 
commandments  which  He  has  given,  that  you  may  have  His  spirit  to 
be  with  you. 

That  expresses  the  desires  and  work  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  throughout  the  world,  irrespec- 
tive of  what  our  enemies  may  decli  re,  and  all  those  who  endeavour 
to  follow  sudh  a  covenant  are  the  most  abundantly  blessed  people 
under  the  sun.  Our  former  leaders  could  not  be  jTiilty  of  the 
enormous  unrighteousnessimputed  to  tl  em  or  God  would  not  have 
chosen  them  to  be  the  fathers  of  such  a  blessed  people  as  are 
their  posterity  todays  i*  &*  absolutely  contrary  to  His  divine 
3aws« 

On  several  occas  ons  before  I  left  here  for  Zion,  aid 
since  my  reurn  to  preside  over  this  Mission  I  have  been  asked 
the  question  -  "Why  did  you  join  the  'Mormons'"?  A  few  Sunday 
evenings  back  a  Minister  speaking  in  the  Railway  Institute  had 
advertised  his  subject  for  the  evening  as  being  -  "Why  Ha  did  not 
belong  to  or  join  the  'Mormons'",  or  something  to  that  effect 
and  thus  drew  a  large  congregation  to  whom  ho  rehearsed  a  lot  of 
Wie  old  caluminations  against  Joseph  Smith  the  prophet  of  Cod, 
and  the  Church  which  God  established  throng  h±au 

I  am  not  sure  that  such  a  discourse,  though  interspersed 
with  songs  of  praise  and  prayers  would  bring  much  joy  and  growth 
to  a  people  who  were  gathered  together  to  worship  God.  But  be 
that  as  it  may,  I  desire  very  earnestly  to  avoid  any  \d  rk  which 
might  even  appear  to  eiqpress  anger  or  ridicule  toward  those 
who  differ  with  me  in  my  reasons  for  joining  the  "Mormons", 
because  I  am  aware  of  the  noble  lives  aany  live  irrespective  of 
the  errors  in  their  man-made  theological  dogmas,  which,  by  their 
association  they  apparently  subscribe  to,  but  I  humbly  pray  that 
my  testimony-  may  prove  a  blessing  to  you  here  and  many  othere 
who  may  be  unprejudiced  and  open  to  receive  the  truth  while  I 
labour  among  you. 

So  far  as  I  remember  I  naver  heard  or  read  the  name 
"Mormon"  until  I  was  twenty  nine  years  of  age,  then  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances.  In  1953  while  Mr.  Cowley,  our 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Corporation  of  the  Presiding  Bishop,  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 


http://archive.org/details/cumorahsouthern01 01  eng 


"CUMORAH  MONTHLY  BULLETIN" 


WiflT  I  JOINED  THE  »MORMONS»"  -  CONTINUED. 

most  prominent  builder  of  this  city  was  building  a  new  bakery  for 
us,  he  asked  me  if  I  had  met  the  "Mormon  "  Elders.  I  asked  what 
he  meant.  Our  conversations  led  on  to  many  things  of  the  "Mormon" 
people  and  Salt  Lake  City*  He  said  he  had  lived  and  worle  d  ir. 
Salt  Lake  City  for  over  eight  years,  much  of  that  time  with  Bisiop 
Romney,  the  builder,  of  ;*iom  ho  said  many  nice  things. 

I  agreed  that  I  would  like  to  meet  the  KLers  ufaen  he 
saw  them  passing  the  factory  again,  and  within  a  few  days  I  was 
introduced  tc  Elders  Warren  II  •  Lyons  and  Thoxaas  Grif f  iti . 

Having  been  all  my  life  a  very  prayerful  lad,  and  a 
reader  of  the  scriptures,  besides  many  other  religious  books,  I 
had  a  great  deal  of  rail  ploasure  in  discussing  religions  subjects, 
and  spent  many  evenings  with  then  in  this  way. 

It  was  not  long  before  kind  friends  learned  that  I  was 
receiving  the  Elders,  and  books  began  to  reach  me  telling  of  the 
terrible  "Mormons"  and  their  wicked  deeds.  A  deputation  of  three 
young  iaen  asked  to  spend  an  evening  with  me,  to  which  I  gladly 
agreed.   We  discussed  the  teachings  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  for 
about  three  hours,  and  to  my.  surprise  two  of  the  three  usually 
agreed  with  me,  and  frequently  the  three  of  them  as  I  explained 
the  "Mormon"  point  of  view. 

My  creditors  and  friends  were  alarraed  about  the  business; 
some  asking  x,y  partner  if  I  was  giving  attention  to  ay  business  as 
I  should;  others,  did  I  really  know  wmt  I  was  doing,  after  s> 
much  had  been  written  and  said  about  the  "Mormon"  people. 

These  things,  although  making  a  serious  impression  upon 
my  mind  as  to  what  the  public  would  say  and  think  of  me,  never 
affected  ay  kindly  regards  for  the  Elders  and  an  intense  desire 
to  learn  more  of  the  wonderful  message  they  had  brought  to  xae. 
I  fasted  and  prayed  more  sincerely  than  ever  before  for  guidance 
and  help  to  live  correctly.  I  felt  a  prompting  to  use  my  own 
reason  and  answer  my  own  prayer  by  putting  to  myself  a  number  of 
questions  something  like  these t 

Do  I  rejoice  more  in  the  scriptures  than  before? 

Do  I  rejoice  in  a  newvision  of  who  and  vttat  God  and 
His  son  Jesus  Christ  is  to  me  more  than  before? 

Do  I  rejoice  more  fully  in  appreciation  of  God*  3 
creations  for  the  blessing,  progress  and  eternal  joy  of  man? 

Do  I  rejoice  in  a  clearer  conception  of  man's  relation- 
ship to  God  than  before? 

Has  ay  love  and  desire  to  know  truth  increased? 

Has  my  knowledge  of  my  relationship  to  God  increased  ay 
love  toward  ay  fellowaen  beyond  tfiat  I  had  before? 

Is  ay  consciousness  of  error  more  alert  than  before? 
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"WiY  I  JOINED  THE  »MOHMQNS'M  -  CONTINUED. 

Do  I  rejoice  In  and  reverence  parenthood  in  fuller 
degree  than  ever  before? 

Am  I  £  ble  to  take  a  rebuke  or  contradiction  vith  less 
resentment  than  before? 

Is  my  capacity  to  accept  truth  increased,  and  yet  at 
the  sane  time,  to  give  full  tolerance  to  other  peoples'  views 
without  compromising  the  truths  I  have  learned? 

Am  I  able  to  discern  more  clearly  between  what  are  the 
doctrine  and  comnandaents  of  Cod  and  those  of  nan? 

To  all  these  kind  of  self-imposed  questions  I  could 
answer  unhesitatingly  -  "Tea."  In  fact,  I  can  say  vith  seal  and 
truth,  that  ay  love  for  God  and  all  His  creations  increased 
beyond  my  power  to  express  because  I  understood  God  and  His 
creations  more  than  I  ever  thou^it  possible.  I  felt  the  inflow 
of  spiritual  clearness  regarding  these  things  into  my  soulj  my 
mind  became  enlightened  and  my  understanding  quickened  as  I  was 
led  to  see  that  God  had  indeed  spoken  from  the  heavens. 

There  wus  no  necessity  for  me  to  wade  through  the 
filthy  caluminations  imputed  to  the  Prophet  of  God,  to  know  if 
they  were  true  before  I  could  be  obedient  to  God's  requireiuents 
and  enter  into  a  covei-ant  with  Kim  throu^i  the  waters  of  baptism 
and  declare  that*  "I  was  willing  to  take  upon  me  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  I  would  always  remember  Him  and  keep  the 
commandifients  which  He  had  given  me,  that  X  might  always  have  His 
spirit  to  be  with  me." 

I  did  not  have  to  discard  many  of  the  Bible  stories  as 
being  only  fables 5  I  did  not  have  to  disclaim  belief  in  the  Book 
of  Genesis,  Kings,  Chronicles,  Joshua,  Jonah,  Daniel,  etc.,  etc. 
I  did  not  have  to  throw  away  the  truths  taught  me  by  my  pa  rents 
and  teachers  as  a  boy.  I  had  learned  that  truth  is  truth  eter- 
nally. What  I  did  drop  was  the  imperfect  explanations  I  had  been 
tau^it,  that  God  is  a  spirit  without  body,  parts  or  passions,  and 
accepted  in  its  place  that  I  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and 
after  His  likeness,  and  "as  man  is,  God  once  was,  and  as  God  is 
man  may  become"  by  obeying  the  same  laws  as  did  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ, 

I  let  go  the  doctrine  that*  for  the  wrong  I  might  do 
during  a  few  Short  years  of  ray  life,  possibly  through  ignorance 
or  failing  to  do  something  such  as  being  christened  before  I  die, 
that  God  would  consign  ray  resurrected  body,  which  could  never  die 
again,  to  an  endless  torment  in  the  flames  of  brimstone  and  fire, 
from  which  I  should  never  be  released,  and  in  its  place  I  accepted 
that*  man  is,  and  will  be  punished  here  and  hereafter  according 
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"Why  I  joined  the  'Mormons' n  -  Continued 

to  his  wilful  neglect  and  disobedience  to  God's  eternal  lawsj 
that  the  longer  hv  remains  wilfully  ignorant  of  those  eternal 
laws  the  longer  his  punishment  will  last,  that  this  probation 
is  the  time  and  place  to  learn  the  laws  and  obtain  the  keys 
necessary  for  our  life  hereafter,  and  those  who  neglect  any  law 
and  thus  refuse  the  keys  will  receive  his  punishment  accordingly 
in  ex-ct  justice}  but  where  no  law  or  opportunity  has  been  wilfully 
neglected,  then  that  soul  will  be  accepted  and  taught  such  truths 
and  receive  such  keys  as  will  be  required  for  the  Kingdom  to 
which  they  are  assigned,  Gcd  cannot  be  unjust,  nor  unmerciful, 
nor  impatient.  God  is  love,  and  "His  work  and  glory  is  to  bring 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man",  a"d  while  there 
be  one  soul  unsaved  His  work  is  not  complete,  whether  it  takes 
one  thousand  or  one  billion  years  eternity  will  give  the  time 
necessary  to  accomplish  this  great  work. 

"Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  x-re  attain  to  ir. 
this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection,  and  if  a 
person  sains  inore  knowledge  and  intelligence  in  this  life  through 
his  diligence  and  obedience  than  another,  he  will  have  so  much 
the  advantage  in  the  world  to  come." 

"There  is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in  the  heavens  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are 
predicated  - 

And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it  is  by 
obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  predicated. '■  (D&C  130 1I8) 

God  has  revealed  the  answer  to  Pilate's  query  -  "What 
is  truthj"  "Truth  is  knowledge  of  things  a3  they  are,  as  they 
were,  and  as  they  are  to  come,  and  whatsoever  is  more  or  less 
than  this  is  the  spirit  of  that  wicked  one  who  was  a  liar  from 
the  beginning."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  Section  95s  24-25) 
By  being  taught  these  wonderful  truths  I  could  see  I  had  no 
excuse  for  running  around  to  examine  the  tenents  and  dogmas  as 
taught  by  the  Christian  sects,  and  were  constantly  dividing 
until  they  now  reach  about  eight  hundred  organizations,  each 
claiming  more  righteousness  and  being  more  pleasing  to  God  than 
the  other. 

I  realized  that  it  was  according  to  God's  gracious 
promises  that  in  the  latter  days  He  would  again  set  up  His  king- 
dom whicfe  should  never  be  cast  down  nor  given  to  another  people, 
and  no  other  Church  made  or  could  substantiate  such  a  claim. 

I  realized  that  it  would  require,  as  a  Kingdom  of  God, 
the  Divine  Authority  of  God  to  officiate  after  teaching  Eis  Holy 
laws  and  ordinances. 
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"Why  I  joined  the  ,Kormona,H  •  Cont* 

I  learned  thati  The  rights  of  the  Priesthood  are  in- 
separably connected  with  the  powers  of  h  .aven,  and  tie  powers  of 
heaven  cannot  ba  controlled  only  upon  the  principles  of  rigit- 
SSSSJN  "  » 

That  they  nay  be  conferred  upon  us,  it  is  true,  but  when 
we  undertake  to  cover  our  i/ins,  or  gratify  our  pride,  our  vain 
ambitions,  or  to  exercise  control  or  dominion  or  compulsion  upon 
the  souls  of  the  children  of  men,  in  any  degree  of  unrighteousness 
behold,  the  heavens  withdraw  themselves;  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  grieved;  and  wier.  it  is  withdrawn,  Amen  to  the  Priest- 
hood or  tie  authority  of  that  bsiu 

80  power  or  Influence  can  or  ought  to  be  maintained  by 
virtue  of  the  Priesthood,  only  by  persuasion,  by  long  suffering, 
by  gentleness  and  meeknenn  and  by  love  unfeigned* 

Ey  kindness  and  mire  knowledge  vhic:  shall  greatly 
enlarge  the  soul  without  bypeosmsj  and  without  guile  •" 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  121  1  3o,7,41. 

I  hed  learned  that  the  Holy  Priesthood  had  not  been 
exercised  under  such  perfect  conditions  during  the  hundreds  of 
years  past,  and  that  I  had  much  reason  to  feel  and  know  that,  by 
comparison  of  wlat  I  was  now  being  taught,  X  was  on  safe  grounds 
irrespective  of  the  vile  slanders* 

ty  prayers  were  answered;  I  had  no  doubt  In  By  ndnd  as 
to  where  my  life  could  be  of  the  greatest  service  aaong  ay  fellow- 


Thus  I  joined  tie  •♦Mormons",  and  for  nearly  twonty-taree 
years  my  knowledge  and  joy  in  the  things  of  tie  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  growing,  sod  the  works  and  plans  of  God  unfolding 
to  ay  view,  w:ic  increases  ay  love  for  ilia  and  my  feUow-owa, 
and  intesifies  my  desires  to  keep  His  commandments* 

I  have  talked  with  many  noble  men  and  women,  but  none 
appear  to  have  such  a  clearly  defined  foundation  upon  which  to 
build  tlrsir  faith.    They  are  religions,  and  perhaps  called  by 
one  of  the  many  names  of  the  Christian  sects,  but  all  appear  to 
be  a  sking  God  to  abrogate  His  divine  lews,  to  meet  their  conve- 
nience by  saying  -  "It  my  friend  in  the  Uesleyan  Church  or  the 
dure!  of  England,  etc*,  etc.,  sprinkle  me  in  place  of  the  men  you 
hove  chosen  and  oixjLinod  to  baptise  (immerse)  me  for  the 
remission  of  my  sins* 

X  pray  that  God  wjU  open  your  eyes  to  see  the  open  gate 
of  His  Kin  dom,  and  know  the  voice  of  His  servants  who  bid  you 
enter  as  clearly  as  He  did  mine* 

Kay  Cod  bless  you,  Amen* 
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MISSION  NEWS. 

"Cumorah"  Mowbray, 

The  work  of  the  Mowbray  District  during  the  past  six 
months  has  shown  a  very  steady  and  healthy  growth.  During  thai 
first  three  months  of  the  year  we  enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  six 
Elders,  and  caught  up  with  much  of  our  personal  visiting  among  the 
scattered  Saints  and  friends,  vhc  showed  much  appreciation  of  our 
visits. 

On  March  17th,  President  and  Sister  Samuel  Martin  l^ft 
for  their  tour  of  the  Mission,  taking  with  them  Elders  T'er^ieth  G, 
Woodruff,  Foyal  L,  Smith,  and  Theodore  R,  Martin,  Elder  William 
3,  Rutchings  succeeded  Elder  Kenneth  C,  Woodruff  as  President 
of  the  Cape  District,  Elder  Woodruff  was  making  hi3  tour  toward 
Durban  where  he  was  to  receive  his  release;  Elder  Smith  to 
Bloemfor.tein  to  preside  over  that  District,  and  Elder  Martin  to 
the  Durban  District  to  labour  with  Elder  Marion  L,  Allred, 

"Cumorsh"  scored  to  be  deserted  all  at  once,  and  those 
of  us  left  determined  to  put  f orth  every  ounce  of  energy  to  main- 
tain the  good  work,  enlisting  into  our  ranks  freely  and  frequently 
the  companionship  of  President  Martin's  two  sons,  James  and  Frank, 
so  that  three  visits  could  be  continued  on  very  open  Bight, 

We  had  the  very  pleasant  association  of  Sister  Lawrence 
Ratcliff  from  Karibih,  South  West  Africa,  for  about  a  month.  She 
came  down  for  special  madical  attention,  and  we  are  glad  to  say 
received  much  benefit,  her  pleasant  and  genial  disposition 
endeared  her  to  U3  all. 

During  May  *■©  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Mls3 
Kathleen  Harding  from  Johannesburg,  who  is  a  very  active  non-menber 
in  that  Branch,  Her  smiles  and  other  wonderful  qualities  won 
from  Brother  Reuben  D±x.  Peek  that  token  of  love,  etc.,  which  every 
young  lady  looks  forward  to  after  she  attains  her  majority.  Thus, 
at  Sunday  School,  poor  Miss  Harding  was  nearly  embarassed  to 
tears  with  so  many  of  us  examining  her  beautiful  diamond  ring, 
while  Reuben  looked  on  with  the  air  of  a  Duke, 

Sister  Soen  also  visited  with  us  on  her  return  to  South 
Africa  from  the  German  Mission  where  she  had  spent  eight  years. 
She  has  gone  to  her  folks  and  home  at  Hope  town,  Kimbcrlcy, 

All  our  meetings  are  being  well  attended,  and  many  new 
friends  are  manifesting  a  keen  interest  in  our  work. 

We  regret  to  report  a  very  serious  and  sad  accident  early 
in  March  to  Brother  Frank  E,  Smith,  who,  wuile  crossing  the  Railway 
line,  fell  in  front  of  an  oncoming  train  which  cut  off  his  right  foot, 
placing  him  in  hospital  for  three  montas.  We  are  glad  to  say  he 
is  out  again  and  hopes  to  te  able  to  coiumence  work  within  the  near 
future. 

During  May,  District  President  William  E.  Rutchings  and 
Elder  Lercy  H •  Duncan  made  a  very  pleasant  cycle  trip  to  Moorreesburg 
to  visit  Sister  Drummer,  finding  them  well  and  happy. 
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All  at  "  Cunorah"  desire  to  express  their  sympathy  with 
Brother  and  Slater  3rummer  of  Waterfall,  Johannesburg,  in  the  sad 
loss  of  their  little  child. 


District  President  William  K.  Hutching*. 
Elder  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 


nRamah"  Johannesburg, 


President  Paul  A.  Thorn  was  very  lappUy  impressed  with 
"Raman  "  and  tie  new  surrounding  conditions  which  welcomed  him  en 
his  arrival  to  asfxane  the  duties  of  presiding  over  tho  Johannesburg 
District.  He  finds  Johannesburg  more  like  tie  American  customs. 
His  genial  disposition  soon  endeared  him  to  the  people  ci  that  Branch. 
lie,  with  Elder  V.eila  L.  v.v.ns,  soon  adapted  theiastlvex.  to  their 
nev   condition,  where  thej  found  a  band  of  noble  workers. 

President  and  Sister  Martin  visited  our  district  early 
in  April,  and  were  well  received  by  Saint.';  and  friends,  staying 
with  uij  about  tea  days.    President  Martin  expressed  great  joy 
in  the  harmony  which  prevailed,  also  to  see  the  great  interest 
manifested  in  the  mrf       .aembers  and  non-members. 

We  have  ehld  some  very  splendid  ctreet  meetings,  at 
many  people  stopped,  looked,  and  listened.  Some,  who  had 
previously  thought  lightly  of  our  message^  were  impressed,  and 
left  with  serious  thoughts  in  their  ninds  regarding  what  L 
Latter  Day  Saints  were  teaching. 

Our  wor         ^"owned  v;  6  souls 

have  been  baptised  this  year  into  the  Church,  giving  us  great  joy. 

We  all  welcome  and  anticipate  the  "Curaorah  Montlily 
Bulletin,"  feeling  sure  it  will  prove  a  benefit  among  our  saints 
and  friends. 

Monday,  May  9th,  President  Paul  A.  born  conducted 
a  funeral  service  at  the  home  of  Brother  J. P.  Drummer  over  the 
remains  of  little  Else  Johanna  Brummer,  daughter  of  Stephanus  J. P. 
Brummer,  who  died  with  an  attack  of  infantile  paralysis. 

President  Thorn  and  Elder  Evan:;  recently  cycled  to 
Pretoria, a  nd  while  there  were  shown  courtesy  by  the  officers  at  the 
Roberts  Heights  Aerodrome,  and  given  a  nice  flight  which  was  a  great 
thrill  and  experience  for  them  both. 

Much  joy  was  experienced  when  Mrs.  Isabel  Hughes  and 
four  of  her  family  together  with  little  Miss  Margaret  Ninow  were 
baptized  into  tie  Church  by  Elder  R.  Earl  Madsen  on  May  15th,  and 
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others  speak  of  preparing  theosolvcc  for  this  holy  ordinance* 

District  President  Paul  A.  Thorn 
Skier  Oral  N.  Bsckstssd 
Elder  R*  i^arl  Hadeen 
Elder  Wells  X..  Lvans* 

Kiaberley  District* 

Kicberloy  Is  waking  wonderful  pro  toss  sines  President 
and  Sister  Martin's  visit*  While  they  wore  here  we  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  renting  our  old  iall  at  34a.  Old  DeBcers  Hood*  and  a  nco 
that  tios  there  has  been  a  steady  growth  In  attendance*  The  Sunday 
School  and  other  noetir-jo  are  being  wall  attended  by  old  neuters, 
and  oony  new  friends  are  being  asds*  Us  hope  to  be  able  to  organise 
our  Belief  Society  before  long*  Our  Mutual  gave  a  very  succostTul 
opoi3*Lr*/'« 

On  April  10th.  ilers  Foyal  L.  ftedth  and  ft.  oldoa  R*  Free* 
sccoapanded  by  Brother  and  Sister  Clarence  B.  Spear,  case  over  from 
Bloeaifonteln  for  the  dedicatory  service  of  our  -ail.  fivory  seat 
was  taken*  A  nice  program  had  been  arranged  and  was  successfully 
carried  outj  all  enjoyed  the  beautiful  spirit  which  prevailed* 

We  have  had  several  Ministers  of  the  native  Churches 
call  on  u  seeking  to  know  nore  about  our  Church  and  its  doctrines, 
declaring  that  fejey  had  a  conviction  of  its  truthfulness,  and 
offered  to  translate  sens  of  our  tracts  into  the  native  language* 

Wo  have  such  cause  for  rejoicinc  as  we  see  the  work  of  the 
Lord  progress  end  t;*o  honest  in  heart  seeking  the  truth* 

District  President  &osl  G*  Knight 
Elder  William  B,  i.olland. 

fiOLoemfontein  District* 

v*  have  feelings  of  great  gratitude  in  the  Dlooafonteln 
Branchf  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  surely  proving*  The  asobors  of 
the  Church  are  faithful,  husjbls.  and  are  enjoying  trie  spirit  of 
this  great  latter-day  work* 

Elder  h*  Lorden  Baker  was  released  to  return  to  Zion 
duklng  tho  visit  of  President  end  Sister  Jiartin,  and  Kick  tr  Foyal 
L.  Soith  appointed  to  fill  his  place  as  President  of  this  District* 
At  the  saos  tine  Brother  CI  rence  B.  Spear  was  sustained  as  Branch 
President  with  Crother  Davin  d.  Deady  as  his  first  Counsellor*  The 
local  brethren  have  always  carried  on  the  work  in  the  Branch  when 
no  Elders  have  been  here.    The  Sisters  have  looked  after  the 
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Relief  Society,  and  have  done  much  good.  Sister  D.  Deady,  a  dear 
old  lady  of  76  years,  felt  that  she  ought  to  hand  over  the  work 
to  someone  younger  to  take  the  lead,  and  after  thanking  her  for 
the  good  work  she  had  done,  her  resignation  was  accepted,  and 
Sister  Ann  Elizabeth  Oreenberg  was  sustained  to  fill  the  place  of  her 
mother.  She  chose  Sister  Florence  Spear  as  her  counsellor,  and 
Sister  May  Pyrke  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Durin?  tie  visit  of  President  ^artin  and  other  Elders 
we  commenced  open-air  meetings  which  proved  a  wonderful  success. 
Many  stopped  to  listen  and  all  the  Elders  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  express  themselves,  and  though  much  timidity  was  experienced 
by  all,  the  meeting  proved  a  great  success.  Branch  President 
Clarence  B,  Spear  being  a  very  able  man,  we  look  forward  to  the 
open-air  meetings  becomin:  ve  y  successful. 

District  President  Foyal  L.  Smith  and  Elder  Sheldon  R. 
Free,  accompanied  by  Brother  and  Sister  Spear,  visited  Kimberley, 
and  have  arranged  for  periodical  exchange  of  visits  between  Kimberley 
and  Bloemfontein,  which  will  be  productive  of  much  good. 

On  Saturday,  May  7th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  Penny  were 
baptized,  and  we  feel  sure  they  will  be  a  great  blearing  and  support 
to  the  Branch,  and  we  feel  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  success  which  is  attending  us. 

District  President  Foyal  L.  Smith 
Elder  Sheldon  R.Free. 

Durban  District. 

The  past  six  months  has  seen  many  and  varied  experience  s 
for  the  Elmers  labouring  in  Natal,  Our  numbers  are  few,  but  still 
they  manifest  the  same  joy  in  the  work. 

We  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  visit  of  President  and 
Sister  Martin  who  arrived  here  on  April  11th,  accompanied  by  their 
son,  Elder  Theodore  R.  Martin,  who  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
this  field. 

We  enjoyed  the  visit  for  a  few  days  of  Elders  Kenneth  C. 
Woodruff,  Keith  P.  Heiner,  Clarence  L.  Rockwood,  H.  Lorden  Baker, 
and  Hyrum  L.  Crane,  who  were  presented  with  their  releases  to 
return  home  per  the  S.S.  "Adolph  i.oerman"  on  April  13th.   After  their 
departure  we  :;ettled  down  to  work  visiting  Saints  and  friends, 
keeping  President  and  Sister  Martin  busy  most  of  the  time. 

Mr.  and  ^rs.  Fred  ^eard  of  Umbilo  invited  President  and 
Sister  Martin  to  make  their  home  wth  them  during  their  stay  in 
Durban,  which  was  very  greatly  appreciated!  it  being  a  very  beautiful 
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spot  overlooking  the  City  and  Bay.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heard  were 
boyhood  friends  of  President  Martin,  and  Sister  Martin  not  having 
met  them  for  over-  twenty  years,  this  added  greatly  to  the  pleasure 
of  their  trip. 

This  Branch  is  one  of  much  coming  and  going,  being  the 
Brighton  of  South  Africa. 

The  day  following  the  departure  of  President  and  Sister 
Martin,  Elder  Martin  was  taken  ill  wL  th  the  Dengue  fever,  which 
lasted  for  ten  days  but  left  no  ill  alter  effects.  When  he  was 
able  to  get  about,  Elder  Allred  was  taken  ill  andhad  to  be 
confined  to  his  bed  and  room  for  ten  days,  but  we  are  glad  to 
report  "All's  well"  again,  and  with  our  little  hired  hall  for 
Sunday  night  services,  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  progressing. 

While  Elder  Allred  was  sick,"lder  Martin,  the  youngest 
Elder  in  the  field,  was  called  upon  to  experience  one  of  those 
tests  which  now  a  d  then  come  to  us.  The  brother  from  whom  he 
expected  help  did  not  turn  up,  so  Elder  Martin  was  compelled  to 
predide,  play  tie  organ,  and  preach,  and  the  Lord  greatly  blessed 
him. 

We  feel  the  loss  greatly  of  Sister  Kate  Smith  who  has 
removed  to  Johannesburg,  where  we  feel  sure  she  will  be  a  great 
help. 

District  President  Marion  L.  Allred 
Elder  Theodore  R.  Martin. 

East  London  District. 

Ea  t  London  sends  greetings  to  the  Saints  and  friends 
throughout  the  mission.  We  have  only  had  a  six  months  existence, 
but  are  glad  to  say  the  work  of  the  Lord  is  growing,  and  much 
good  is  being  accomplished.   The  Saints  are  very  few,  but  they 
are  endeavouring  to  become  a  leaven  to  others. 

It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  us  all  to  have  the  visit  of 
President  and  Sister  ^artin.  The  saints  made  them  welcome,  and 
the  friends  gladly  invited  them  to  their  homos  to  hear  the 
Gospel  message. 

Elder  Hyrum  L.  Crane  was  released  to  return  home,  and 
Elder  C.  Alden  Gray  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  as  President  of 
this  District  on  April  1st. 

Our  Sunday  School,  Cottage  Meetings,  and  Bible  Class 
at  the  home  of  Brother  Charles  Jubber  are  a  great  benefit  to  us  all. 
We  have  had  tie  pleasure  and  support  of  Sister  Tltressa  CI  rk  of 
Kimberley  for  the  past  three  months,  but  she  has  now  returned  home. 
Brother  Joe  Kozakiewicz's  family  has  left  East  London  for 
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Graff  Reinet,  On  May  24th,  we  held  a  baptismal  service  for  Brother 
D.C.L.  Jubber  and  Harry  Theodore  Jubber. 


District  President  C.  Alden  Gray 
Elder  Reed  H.  Beckstead. 


Port  Elizabeth  District. 


We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Lord  is  greatly  ble suing 
this  Branch  of  the  Mission.  Our  meetings  and  organizations  are 
fairly  attended. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  we  were 
privileged  to  have  four  Elders  in  the  Branch.  Elders  Clarence  L. 
Rockwood  and  Charles  W.  Larson  thoroughly  tracted  and  visited 
among  the  Saints  and  friends  of  Uitenhage,  but  since  April  1st 
we  have  had  only  Elders  Grant  H.  Mortensen  and  Larson,  Elder 
Madsen  being  transferred  to  the  Johannesburg  Branch,  and  Elder 
Rockwood  receiving  his  release  from  home. 

President  and  Sister  Martin  visited  with  us  for  ten 
days,  during  the  early  part  of  May,  during  which  time  they 
visited  nearly  every  home  of  the  Saints  and  friends,  iho  expressed 
appreciation  for  their  visits,  and  we  believe  much  good  will  reult. 

We  have  adopted  the  plan  suggested  by  President  Martin  to 
devote  one  day  each  week  to  fasting, a  nd  lave  found  it  a  great 
benefit,  both  physically  and  spiritually. 

We  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  Bulletin,  to  receive  the 
exchange  of  views,  and  feel  that  it  will  be  a  great  power  for  good. 

District  President  Grant  H.  Mortensen 
Elder  Charles  W.  Larson. 


A  THOUGHT. 

A  diamond  on  the  veldt  is  of  no  more  value  thar.  a 
pebble  until  possessed  by  someone  who  knows  its  value.  Neither 
is  a  great  truth  of  any  value  or  power  to  him  who  ha  s  it  unle  ss 
applied. 

Therefore,  search  tie  scriptures  for  God's  truths,  obey 
them  and  rejoice  in  them,  then  pass  them  on  to  others. 

Samuel  Martin. 
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The  following  articles  arc  those  contributed  by  various 
Elders  labouring  in  the  Mission  who  desired  to  have  their  nanes 
associated  with  the  first  issue  of  the  Bulletin!  - 

It  is  the  privilege  and  rig)  t  of  every  child  of  God, 
(he  who  has  been  born  again  of  the  water  and  of  trie  Spirit),  to  receive 
manifestations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  their  personal  guidance, 
and  to  strengthen  their  faith,  to  encourage  them  in  works  of 
righteousness,  and  five  them  a  perfect  knowledge  that  God  lives, 
and  that  He  has  in  very  deed  snoken  from  t  he  havens  in  this,  the 
dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  times.  It  is  the  privile<?e  of 
every  man  and  woman  to  receive  revelation  to  this  end  on  one  con- 
dition, vial  that  they  live  for  it,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the 
glory  of  God  seek  for  it.  God  has  given  me  witness  by  the  spirit 
of  revelation,  that  "Mormonism"  is  true.  All  may  enjoy  that  glorious 
knowledge,  "Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive;  knock,  and  it  shall  be 
opened  unto  you".   Noel  G.  Knight,  President  Kimberley  District. 

If  we  would  best  serve  our  God,  we  should  know  our  duty, 
and  what  He  expects  of  us.  We  can  only  gain  this  knowledge  by 
study  and  attending  to  our  Church  duties  at  all  times.  The  question 
may  well  be  asked  -  "What  books  should  we  study?"  We  should 
study  the  standard  worls  of  the  Church,  namely!  the  Bible,  Book  of 
Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  and  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  and  many 
other  good  books  which  are  written  by  men  who  are  larned  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Church,  men  who  have  been  inspired  to  compile 
works  to  a  ssist  us  in  our  study  of  the  scriptures.  The  only  way 
we  can  study  the  scriptures  is  to  be  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
they  were  written.  I  hope  and  pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will 
guide  us  in  our  studies  of  the  Gospel. 

Elder  William  B.  Holland,  Kimberley  District. 

"Mormonism",  (so  called),  is  a  powerful  incentive  to  self 
control   When  our  energy  is  directed  by  the  principles  and  rules 
of  conduct  revealed  for  the  guidance  of  this  Church  we  can achieve 
heights  that  have  never  before  been  reached  by  men.  To  do  so,  we 
must  hearken  unto  the  watchman  on  tie  tower,  then  we  will  go  on  and 
reach  the  heights.  In  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  132,  Verse  24, 
we  are  instructed  thus!   "This  is  eternal  lives,  to  know  the  only 
wise  and  true  God,  and  Jesus  C  rist,  whom  He  hath  sent.  I  am  He, 
receive  ye,  therefore,  my  law."  And  again,  in  D.  and  C. ,  Section 
105!?  "And  by  hearkening  to  observe  all  the  words  which  I,  the  Lord, 
their  God,  shall  speak  unto  them,  they  (the  saints)  shall  never 
cease  to  prevail  until  the  kingdoms  of  the  wc  :*ld  are  subdued  under 
my  feet,  and  the  earth  is  given  unto  the  Saints  to  possess  it  forever 
and  ever."   Our  status  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  governed  by  our 
power  tc  obey  law.  We  can  advance  only  in  proportion  to  our  capacity 
to  maintain  self-control,  bringing  all  things  in  subjection  to  the 
spirit.  Yes,  we  then  have  reached  the  pinacle  in  our  life's 
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achievements  when  our  powers  of  self  control  are  exhausted. 
Let  us,  therefore,  sttow  the  power  of  self-control  by  paying  into  the 
Lord  our  tithes  and  offerings,  an  observance  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  etc.  They  are 
the  things  that  count.  Let  us  live  them,  and  rally  together  for 
the  standards  of  truth  and  virtue, 

Marion  L,  AUred,  President  Natal  District. 
It  has  been  wisely  3tated  that  once  an  untruth  gets  started, 
it  takes  a  lot  to  overtake  and  stop  it.   As  servants  of  tie  living 
God,  we  have  this  assurance,  that  Truth  will  previa!.  Truth  is  our 
weapon,  and  with  the  power  of  the  Koly  Priesthood  now  restored  to  man, 
the  call  is  to  advance  and  establish  God's  word  in  the  hearts  of  His 
children.  Therefore,  as  servants  of  God,  and  teachers  of  His  holy 
word,  our  duty  and  calling  is  to  teach  the  truth  in  power,  that 
earnest  seekers  for  the  word  of  God  may  not  be  left  in  doubt,  God  will 
assist  us  if  we  are  humble,   "For  He  is  good,  His  mercy  is  everlasting, 
and  His  truth  endureth  to  alligenerations, " 

Elder  Theodore  R.  Martin,  Natal  District, 

This  being  the  beginning  of  our  Bulletin,  I  desire  to 
present  a  thought  upon  the  principle  of  tithing,  because  i  believe 
that  upon  obedience  to  this  principle  hangs  the  happiness  of  every 
Latter  Day  Saint  in  Africa,   I  am  convinced  from  my  own  experiences      \ 
and  the  observations  of  others,  that  it  is  the  password  into  the 
enjoyment  of  God's  blessLngs  while  here  on  earth.   So  let  us,  th. 
members  of  the  South  African  Mission,  take  the  Lord  at  His  word 
and  prove  Him  herewith,  and  see  if  He  will  not  open  the  windows 
of  Heaven  and  pour  us  out  a  blessing  greater  than  we  shall  be  able  to 
receive.   We  can  h~  rdly  claim  to  enjoy  the  spirit  of  a  loyal  citizen    ■ 
when  we  refrain  from  paying  our  just  taxes.   God's  Kingdom  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule. 

Grant  H,  Mortensen,  President  Port  Elizabeth 

District, 

As  faith  is  the  first  principle  of  the  Gospei  and  the 
moving  cause  of  all  action,  I  desire  to  state i  First  develop  faith 
in  the  true  and  living  God,  because,  without  it  it  is  impossible 
to  please  Him,   We  must  believe  th  t  He  is,  and  that  He  is  a  rewarder 
of  all  those  who  diligently  seek  Him,  Secondly,  get  a  testimony  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  through  the  excercisLng  of  this  faith  in 
Kim,  and  then  you  will  build  upon  a  rock  foundacion,  and  not  upon 
the  disposition  and  character  of  some  Elder  whom  you  meet. 

Elder  Charles  W.  Larson,  Port  Elizabeth  District. 

I  was  very  pleased  to  learn  that  we  are  going  to  have  a 
"Curaorah  Monthly  Bulletins   We  have  long  felt  tifi  need  of  such  a 
medium  in  this  mission,  I  am  convinced  that  such  a  paper  will 
prove  of  very  great  value  among  the  Saints  and  ftiends  in  the 
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Mission  by  making  it  possible  for  them  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Mission,  and  seeing  the  Monthly  progressr-iade  by  the 
various  Branches.  There  are  many  saints  and  friends  who  live 
in  the  country  districts,  so  far  from  the  Branches  that  it  is  nearly 
impossible  to  visit  them  more  often  than  once  in  four  to  six 
months  and  take  them  the  Gospel  cheer,  whereas,  through  this 
means  it  will  be  possible  to  give  them  our  message  monthly.   I  look 
for  the  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin"  to  help  make  up  for  the  limited 
number  of  Elders  in  this  very  large  mission  territory,  by  making  it 
possible  for  the  Saints  and  friends  to  r  ead  article  s  written  by  the 
missionari  s  with  whom  they  are  associated,  thus  making  for  interest. 
Let  us  all  give  the  Bulletin  our  full  and  hearty  support. 

William  E.  Hutchings,  President  Cape  District. 

I  rejoice  when  I  hear  a  monthly  paper  is  going  to 
be  published  in  the  South  African  Mission.  This  one  thing  alone 
proves  that  this  mission  is  progressing,  and  I  feel  that  through 
this  new  undertaking,  the  Mission  will  progress  more  rapidly  in 
the  future.  The  bulletin  will  be  a  power  for  good.  With  such  a 
few  Elders  to  Ibour  in  this  land  we  must  have  something  of  this 
nature  to  keep  us  in  closer  contact  with  our  many  Saints  and 
friends  scattered  throughout  South  Africa.  In  the  Cape  District 
alone,  we  have  many  friends  whom  we  find  it  possible  to  visit 
only  once  in  every  six  months.  Many  of  these  people  are  really 
interested  in  our  message,  but  with  such  a  few  Elders  it  is  im- 
possible to  keep  in  closer  touch  with  them,  and  if  we  were  to 
correspond  with  these  people  personally,  it  would  take  a  great 
deal  of  our  time.  But  by  means  of  the  Bulletin  it  will  be 
possible  to  keep  in  closer  touch  with  these  people,  as  well  as 
giving  them  our  message.   It  will  also  make  them  feel  that  we 
have  an  interest  in  their  welfare.  Let  us  make  this  new  under- 
taking one  of  the  greatest  successes  in  the  history  of  the  South 
African  Mission.  Elder  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  Cape  District. 

I  believe  our  Monthly  Bulletin  will  be  a  source  of  joy 
by  providing  a  means  of  keeping  us  in  touch  with  one  another.  I 
believe  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  will  form  a  link 
to  bind  us  all  closer  together,  and  give  us  that  feeling  of  com- 
radeship, and  brotherly  and  sisterly  love  which  is  engendered  by 
the  Gospel.  Through  it  I  appeal  to  all  the  Saints  in  the  Mission, 
especially  those  in  the  Mowbray  Branch,  to  attend  all  meetings, 
for  by  doing  so  we  will  obtain  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  Gospel, 
and  will  be  able  to  enjoy  its  beauties,  Do  not  let  paltry  excuses 
keep  you  away  from  your  meetings.  Keep  in  the  a  uvance  line  of 
progression  which  is  the  only  way  we  can  gain  an  entrance  and 
exaltation  in  the  Kingdom  of  God.  I  plead  witfcr  you,  my  brethren  and 
sisters,  to  be  diligent  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  to  stand  firm  to 
the  principles  you  have  espoused.  You  who  hold  the  Holy  Priest- 
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hoodt  Magnify  your  calling}   help  those  who  are  weak;  and  plead 
with  those  who  are  luke-warmj   help  them  to  see  that  they  are  missing 
a  great  and  glorious  opportunity.   Now  is  the  accepted  tine,  now 
is  the  day  of  salvation.  Help  othera  to  know  the  value  of  living 
pure,  honourable,  upright,  and  useful  lives.  Tell  them  the  joys  and 
blessings  which  follow  those  who  serve  the  Lord.   The  Lord  has  said 
"If  ye  are  luke-warm  I  will  spue  you  out  of  my  mouth." 
Brethren,  be  faithful,  be  diligent,  serve  the  Lord  will  all  your 
hearts,  might,  and  strength,  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  These 
are  the  commandments  which  the  Lord  has  given  us  to  obeyj   that  we 
may  all  try  to  do  so  is  my  prayer  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Thomas  Wilson,  President  Mowbray  Branch,  Cape  District. 

When  the  apostles  were  taken  before  the  Jewish  council 
for  preaching  the  Gospel,  they  bore  testimony  that  Jesjis  was  the 
Christ,  and  the  Jews  took  counsel  to  slay  them.  Gamaliel,  a  doc- 
tor of  the  law  who  had  much  influence  in  the  Jewish  Sanhedrin, 
stood  up  in  the  council  and  told  t  em  how  they  would  know  where 
the  works  of  the  apostles  came  from.  He  said  "For  before  these 
days  rose  up  Theudas,  boasting  himself  tc  be  somebody j  to  whom  a 
number  of  men,  about  four  hundred,  joined  themselves!  who  was 
slain,  and  all,  as  many  as  obeyed  him,  were  scattered  and  brought 
to  nought.  After  this  rose  up  Judas  of  Galilee  in  t  to  days  of 
the  taxing, and  drew  away  much  people  after  him;  he  also  pe  rished 
and  all,  even  as  many  as  obeyed  him  were  dispersed*  And  now  I  say 
unto  you,  Refrain  from  these  men  and  let  them  alone,  for  if  this 
counsel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought.  But  if  it 
be  of  God  ye  cannot  overthrow  it  lest  haply  ye  be  found  even  to 
fight  against  God.  (Acts  5»36-39).       I  believe  that  this  same 
test  can  be  put  to  "Mormonism"  today.  Had  it  been  the  work  of  men  it 
would  have  come  to  nought  in  the  early  days  of  the  Church  when  it 
seemed  that  the  whole  world  was  turned  against  it.   The  missionary 
system  of  the  Church  is  a  testimony  tat  its  work  is  true.   For 
the  love  of  fellowmen  the  Church  is  spending  more  money  on  mission- 
ary work  than  are  many  other  Churches;   our  missionary  system 
is  the  greatest  in  the  world.    The  message  of  "Mormonism"  is  true. 
If  it  were  not  true  it  to  uld  be  kille  d  by  its  own  missionary  system. 
The  missionaries  who  go  out  into  tte  world  to  teach  are  humble  and 
sincere  men,  and  would  become  disvouraged  and  converted  to  ether 
religious  if  the  world  hi  d  the  truth.    I  have  never  heard  of  one 
of  our  missionaries  being  converted  to  another  faith. 

C.  Alden  Gray,  President  East  London  District. 

"I  the  Lord  am  bound  w  en  ye  do  what  I  say,  but  when  ye 
do  not  what  I  say,  ye  have  no  promise."  (Doc,&  Cov.  SStlO) 
What  a  great  promise  for  the  giver  of  all  truth  to  make,  even 
"Alpha  and  Omega."    Is  it  worth  working  for?  Yes.  For  it  is  written, 
"Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  then  that  love 
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Him",   Further,  "If  ye  love  me,  keep  ray  counandments. "  The  promise 
is  sure,  and  w  11  prove  valid  to  all  that  have  entered  into  the  fold 
by  the  prescribed laws  and  ordinances  of  the  divine  plan,  providing, 
we  live  true  to  the  covenants  made  when  we  obtained  our  passports 
into  the  Kingdom  of  God  by  entering  into  the  waters  of  baptism. 
Now  that  we  have  emigrated  by  obtaining  a  passport,  it  is  our  duty 
and  opportunity  to  become  a  full  fledged  citizen  by  procuring  our 
citizenship  papers  and  rights  through  obedience  to  the  laws  of  that 
Kingdom.  Being  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  establishment  of 
truth |  teaching  as  our  belovedSaviour  taught,  by  einunple  as  well 
as  by  precept |  sounding  the  glad  tidings  of  the  restored  Gospel 
to  all  mankind,  which  if  accepted  and  adhered  to,  will  bring  to  all 
men  the  greatest  gift  of  God  to  man,  that  of  eternal  life. 

Elder  Reed  H.  Beckstead,  East  London  District. 

Sometimes  the  questions  arises  among  members  in  the 
Mission  Field*  Why  all  these  changes?  Some  may  hesitate  to  give 
them  the  hearty  co-operation  and  support  they  should  do,  and  even 
Elders  may  err  in  this  duty  sometimes.  Our  4th  Article  of  Faith 
declares*  We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called  of  God  by  prophecy 
and  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  those  who  are  in  authorit  ,  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  in t he  ordinances  thereof.  When 
a  servant  of  God  is  thus  called,  and  is  humbly  living  and  obeying 
the  commandments  of  God,  m   is  entitled  to  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  all  hie  actions.  Therefore  all  should  give  their 
wholehearted  support.  We  cannot  please  God  if  we  neglect  to  support 
those  whom  H<  calls  to  preside  over  us  in  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood.    Those  who  bear  t  e  Priesthood  are  not  likely 
to  do  anything  contrary  to  the  interests  of  those  over  whon  they 
preside,  nor  call  upon  them  to  do  anything  beyond  what  they  are  able. 
When  we  reject  those  whom  God  calls  we  reject  Him:,  when  we  negledt 
to  obey  a  rirhteous  requirement  made  by  a  servant  of  God  who  has 
be an  called  to  preside,  we  disobey  God, a  nd  will  eventually  lose 
His  spirit  by  continued  disobedience.  Those  who  are  called  to 
preside  in  any  office  of  the  holy  Priesthood  have  a  very  clear  and 
definite  rule  of  conduct  for  themselves  laid  down  by  the  revelation 
of  God  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  as  follows*  (Doc.  It  Cov.  12L  * 
34-46).  "Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are  chosen."  And 
why  are  they  not  chosen?  Because  their  hearrs  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the  honours  of  men,  that  they 
do  not  learn  this  one  lesson  -  That  the  rights  of  the  Priesthood 
are  inseperatcly  connected  with  the  powers  of  heaven,  and  that  the 
powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  controlled  nor  iandled  only  upon  the 
principles  of  righteousness.  That  taey  may  be  conferred  upon  us, 
it  is  true j  but  when  we  undertake  to  cover  our  sins,  or  grafity 
our  pride,  our  vain  ambition,  or  to  exercise  control  or  dominion, 
or  compulsion  upon  the  souls  of  tte  children  of  men,   in  any  degree 
of  unrighteousness,  behold,  the  leavens  withdraw  themselves,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  grieved;  and  when  it  is  withdrawn,  amen  to 
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the  Priesthood,  or  authority  of  that  man.  Behold.  Ere  he  is 
aware,  he  is  left  unto  himself,  to  kick  against  the  pricksf  to  per- 
secute the  Saints,  and  to  fight  against  God.  We  have  1  arned  by 
sad  experience,  tlat  it  is  the  nature  and  disposition  of  almost 
all  men,  as  soon  as  they  get  a  little  authority,  as  they  suppose, 
they  will  immediately  begin  to  exercise  unrighteous  dominion. 
Hence  many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen.  Now  power  or  influence 
can  or  ought  to  bo  maintained  by  virtus  of  the  Priesthood,  only 
by  persuasion,  by  long  suffering,  by  gentleness,  and  meekness,  and 
by  love  unfeigned;  By  kindness  and  pure  knowledge,  which  shall 
greatly  enlarge  the  soul  without  hypocrisy,  and  without  guild, 
reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when  mcvod  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  then  showing  forth  afterwards,  an  increase  f  love  toward  him 
whom  thou  hast  reproved,  lest  he  esrteem  thee  to  be  his  enemy;  that 
he  may  know  that  thy  faithfulness  is  stronger  than  the  cords  of 
death;  let  thy  bowels  also  be  full  of  charity  towards  all  men, 
and  to  the  household  of  faith,  and  let  virtue  garnish  thy  thoughts 
unceasingly,  then  siall  thy  confidence  wax  strong  in  the  presence  of 
God,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  shall  distil  upon  thy  soul 
as  the  dews  from  heaven.   The  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  thy  constant 
companion,  and  try  sceptre  and  unchanging  sceptre  of  righteousness 
and  truth,  and  thy  dominion  shall  be  an  everlasting  dominion  ,  and 
without  compulsory  means  it  shall  flow  unto  t;ee  for  ever  and  ever." 

Foyal  L.  Smith,  President  Bloeuifontein 

District. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  writing  these  few 
lines,  with  the  thought  of  encouragement  to  those  in  rural  districts 
especially.    The  Lord  has  blessed  me  considerably  in  ;y  work  here 
in  this  land.    He  has  opened  up  the  way  for  me  to  deliver  the 
Gospel  message  to  many  people  in  this  city.  This  ,  being  the  first 
issue  of  the  Bulletin,  I  want  to  bear  my  humble  testimony,  that  I  know 
this  is  the  true  work  of  God,  and  that  Joseph  Smith  and  all  the  prophets 
succeeding  him  are  true  prophets  of  the  living  God.  I  know  that  God  lives 
and  reveals  His  holy  mind  and  will  to  these  men.  May  God  bless  all  who  are 
striving  earnestly  to  keep  His  commandments  is  ry  humble  and  sincere 
prayers.    Elder  Sheldon  R.  Free,  Bloemfontein  District. 

So  much  has  been  said  cone  rning  the  Bulletin,  its  purposes,  desires, 
and  possibilities,  that  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  dwell  more  upon 
it,  but  I  would  like  to  expres  ;  my  thoughts  regarding  our  Mission  paper. 
I  believe  that  we  Elders  here  at  "Cumorah"  are  among  the  most  fortunate 
in  the  field  for  many  reasons.  First,  we  enjoy  the  most  comfortable 
surroundings,  wit!  the  possible  exception  of  Elders  Knight  and  Holland 
in  Kimberley,  of  any  Elder  in  the  field.  We  have  the  fruit  so  freely 
partaken  of  by  Elders  Allred  and  Martin  in  Durban,  the  wonderful  home- 
cooked  meals  to  be  found  by  Elders  Smith  and  Fre.  at  Bro.  Deady's  in 
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Bloemfontein,  the  cold  shower-bath  so  seldom  used  by  the  Elders  in 
Johannesburg,  but,  with  all  these,  we  lack  two  thi.  gs  -  the 
book-selling  ability  of  Elders  Gray  and  Beckstead  in  East  London, 
and  the  bed  bugs  of  Port  Elizabeth.  We  are  v-iry  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  former,  but  can  well  do  without  the  latter.  The  close 
association  we  have  with  President  and  Sister  "artin  is  a  constant 
source  of  strength  to  us,  and  we  are  thankful  to  say  that  now 
through  the  means  of  the  Bulletin,  all  in  the  Mission,  Saints, 
friends,  and  Elders  may  enjoy  the  advise,  counsel  and  instruction 
itfiich  we  receive  to  encourage  us  in  our  labours  here  in  the  Cape. 
The  Bulletin  is  issued  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  and 
strengthening  those  wBdo  are  connected  with  this  Mission,  and  it 
is  written  and  published  in  that  spirit.  I  plead  for  your  earnest 
support  and  co-operation,  that  the  Bulletin  may  prove  a  credit  and 
blessing  to  this  Mission.  District  ^residents  and  Clerkst  send  in 
your  reports  and  News  ^etters  promptly.  To  be  included  in  an  issue 
of  the  Bulletin,  an  article  must  reach  this  office  not  tter  than 
the  fifth  of  the  month,  or  onthe  day  following  should  the  fifth 
fall  on  a  Sunday.  It  is  my  hope  and  prayer,  that  all  who  read 
the  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin"  may  do  so  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
is  written. 

Elder  Leo  E.  Jonson,  Mission  Secretary. 

STATISTICS. 

President  ue;  er  J.  Grant  announced,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Hinety-seventh  Annual  Conference  of  tnc  Church,  held  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  the  following  statistics,  which  are  worthy  of  careful 
study i 

Church  growth  -  Children  blessed  and  entered  on  the 
records  of  the  Church  in  stakes  and  missions ....19,701 

Children  baptized  in  stakes  and  missions  15,024 
Converts  baptized  and  entered  on  the  records  of  the 

stakes  and  missions      6,6(2 

There  are  now  96  stakes  of  Zion,  915  Wards,  77  independent  branches 
connected  with  the  stakes,  and  87  missions  and  754  Branches  in  the 
missions. 

Social  Statistics  -  Birth  rate,  51  per  thousand 

Death  rate   7.7  per  thousand 

Families  owning  their  own  homes  12% 

Persons  recommended  to  the  Temple  58,958,  or  6% 

more  than  in  1925. 

Missionaries  from  Zion  December  51,  1926    2,183 

Local  missionaries  72 

2,  2  JO 

Engaged  in  missionary  work  in  stakes  1.140 


Total  3,400 
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It  If  not  our  intention  to 
issue  a  Monthly  Bulletin  the  size  of 
this  each  month,  hut  owing  to  so  many 
wishing  to  be  associated  with  our  1st 
Edition  it  was  necessary  to  put  in 
five  or  six  extra  pages. 


